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Bad news travels around the world twice before good news gets its shoes on." | heard that truism ar
years ago, and the evidence supports it. Watch the evening news and what do ydddséigrBad

news. If you regularly watch one of the major television network nightly news programs, all week lon
most of the news is about natural disasters, violence, economic uncertainty, and a broad spectrum c
other catastrophes. On Friday night they may highlight one Person of the Week, someone who beer
very charitable or has beaten insurmountable odds or done something extraordinary. Three minutes
intentional good news out of 150 minutes of programming.

When a burglary occurs in a neighborhood, Emails quickly circulate describing this scary scenario. .
fell ow pastor shared this: AA few days ago t
children rang our door bell. They had come just to spread some holiday cheer and to wish us a Mert
Christmas. After a nice visit they continued
bothered to spread the word about this unexp
When a preacher, one of our public servants, or prominent leaders are found to be involved in
guestionable or inappropriate activities, the word spreads like wildfire. Even the hint of misconduct
gets the rumor mills going. Although there are countless others who are genuinely and faithfully
serving their fellow human beings and their God, they are often taken for granted and seldom
mentioned. Good news sometimes doesnédt trave
This is the day after Christmas. All the spe
will feed us for a few more days. All the gifts are unwrapped and there is a pile of paper and boxes I
Christmas decorations will soon come down. Retailers will shift to Valentines Day and soon it will be
Easter. And we move on.

Angels announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds outside Bethlehem. When the angels left, the
shepherds went to see this child that was bo
word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at whe
the shepherds

said to them. o

We have heard the story. We have celebrated the birth. Now let us continue to joyfully tell the story
is still amazing and | ife changing. Letbs ge
news of great joy that is for all people. A
Jenkins for much of this.

HEmEEEE mH=EE

And that, my brothers and sisters, is the matter in a nutshell.

Pastor Dan
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(this is a repeat of the article in Dec. nutshell, just in case you need a reminder ;<} ] /é‘ »\
Walnut Grove UMC has 4 Sunday School classes, ®
are you a member? Sunday School allows us to grow

spiritually and personally. As the new year begins,

think about becoming a part of this ministry. Add this to your daily prayers. You just might
be the person a class has needs. We all have something to share and add to a fellowship of
Christians who are trying to learn about, and study The Word of God. Sunday School begins
at 9:30 am and ends in time for choir, ushers, and greeters to get in place. Two classes are in
the church building, two are in the Family Life Center. None are closed groups. You are
welcome at any time. At the present time, our teachers are Linda Burton (FLC), Scott
Bingham (FLC), Brea Turpin (upstairs church building), and Bob Paust (parlor).

Beginning 2012 the Sunday School classes will join together for activities outside the Sunday
School classroom. Events such as picnics, dinners, movies, tour the Christmas lights at Lake
Lanier, Carolina Opry Christmas program in My
spring flower tour, etc. We are looking forward to 2012 with great expectations of

developing long lasting, Christian friendships. Please start attending Sunday&skool

Take that first, scary step! Youol I be gl ad

Disciple/Evangelism Team

Most of you have seen this explanation writ

Meaning behind the 12 Days of Christmas

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice

heir faith openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for your Catholics. It has two
levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church. Each
element in the carol has a code word for a religious reality which the children could remember.

e  Partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ

e  Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments

e  Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love

e  Four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, mark, Luke & John

e  Five golden rings recalled the Torah, or Law, the first 5 books of the Old Testament
®  Six geesexrlaying stood for the six days of creation

®  Seven swans-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit; Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contributio

Leadership and Mercy
e  Eight maids amilking were the eight beatitudes

e Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithftleresss Ge

and SeHlControl
e  Ten lords deaping were the ten commandments
e  Eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples

e Twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief |
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OYSTER SUPPER!!

The funds raised help us meet our vision ...Reaching the community through
Christian love and fellowship.

jobs anyone can do to help out. Wel|l h
readyo and -fdent . anyti me 9

Please sign up to help, or donate food items for Saturday, Jan. 21st oyster djnner.

Wrapping silverware, setting out salt/pepper, ketchup, cocktail sauce, are judt a few

ope

DID YOU KNOW ?7????????

Check the bottom drain in dishwasher for particles. Some units have removable filterg
ease, most dondt .

Walton EMC Operation Round Up has college scholarships available to both high sc
seniors and incoming college freshmen. Up to 25 scholarships of $4,000 each will be)
awarded during the 2012013 school year! Check waltonemc.com for details and the fi
to fill out

January 19, Monroe, Walton EMC Auditorium is hosting a free Energy Expo. Experts
be on hand to discuss insulation & weatherization, heating, cooling, water heating, et
Refreshments and an energgving CFL bulb are yours just for attending. 36380 pm
You know youb6bre a Methodist when vy osmileh
as loudly as you can
If you seal an envelope and then realize you forgot to include something inside, just f
your sealed envelope in the freezer for an hour or two. Viola, it unseals easily!
What is a good hymn for IRS Agents? (answer on another page)
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ANNIVERSARY

LINDA BURTON, FRANK HILTON 13

BIRTHDAYS

NATHAN PRICE 6

JULIE CROMER 12 GENE, HANK LISSEMORE 28
HAROLD PARKS 13

JASON SHANE 13

JEAN BROWNING 13

PERRY DARLEY 15

DAvID POWELL 18

KEITH PARKS 22

LUKE GILREATH 31

t

(o]

or






JANUARY 2012

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 ) 6 i
Trustees 7 pm (O) Fellowship Supper UMW 7 pm Church Cpuncil Leadership Retreat
6 pm FLC
7 pm Choir
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9: 30 Sun. Sdhool School 10 am [Ppisciple || FLC 9am FLC 7Me@md &
11 Worship 7 pm Worship Team (O) (®)) 7 pm Choir
7 pm Choir Study 7 pm FLC
15 16 i7 18 19 20 21
9:30 Sun. School 10 am Disciple | 6 pm Supper 7 pm Ladies 9 am Menbés Bi
11 Worship 7 pm Nurture (O) 7 pm choir Bible Study FLC 9-12 prep for oyster
Prep. for dinner
oyster dinner 5-7 OYSTER DINNER
22 23 24 25 6 27 28
9:30 Sun. School 10 am Disciple |  FLC 6 pm Supplr Bible 9 AlMa dMiemdH& Bi
Study
11 Worship 7 pm Boy Scouts FLC 7 pm choir 7pm FLC
7 pm Children (O)
29 30 31
9:30 Sunday School 10 am Disciple | FLC
11 Worship 7 pm Boy Scouts FLC
(answer to riddle on page 3; @Al Surfrender Al ] ol 1)
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